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Dear Sir: 

Applicants respectfully request that the references listed in reverse chronological 
order in the attached PTO-Form 1449 be made of record in the United States Patent and 
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Trademark Office relating to the above referenced application. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(d), copies of the identified references are not 
required to be provided because they were previously cited by or submitted to the Patent 
Office in the prior applications. Applicants have identified the prior applications and rely 
upon such prior applications for an earlier filing date under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120. 
The present application is a continuation of U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 
10/418,757, filed April 18, 2003, now U.S. Patent No. 6,734,209, which is a continuation 
of U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/922,372, filed August 3, 2001, now U.S. Patent 
No. 6,617,348, which claims benefit of U.S. Provisional Patent Application Serial No. 
60/222,809, filed August 4, 2000 and U.S. Provisional Patent Application Serial No. 
60/252,856, filed November 22, 2000. 

Identification of the listed documents is not to be construed as an admission of the 
Applicants or attorneys for Applicants that such citations are available as “prior art” 
against the subject application. If the Examiner applies the documents as prior art against 
any claim in the application and applicants determine that the cited documents do not 
constitute “prior art” under United States law, Applicants reserve the right to present to 
the Office the relevant facts and law regarding the appropriate status of the documents. 

Applicants further reserve the right to take appropriate action to establish the 
patentability of the disclosed invention over the listed documents, should the documents 
be applied against the claims of the present application. 
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Applicants believe there is no fee required for this timely submission. However, 
if any fee is required, or if any overpayment has been made, the Commissioner is hereby 
authorized to charge any fees, or credit or any overpayments made, to Deposit Account 
02-4377. A duplicate copy of this paper is enclosed. 
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44th Floor 

New York, NY 10012-4498 
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